






From: Michelle Tate
To: April H Mack
Subject: FW: comment for submission regarding SW wild steelhead release
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2020 3:53:06 PM

From: Sunny Capper <sunny.bourdon@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 8:32 PM
To: michelle.l.tate@state.or.us
Subject: comment for submission regarding SW wild steelhead release
Hi Michelle, I'm not able to make it to the meeting and therefore would like to provide written 
comment on the proposed regulation change for steelhead in Southwest Oregon:

According to ODFW's Native Fish Conservation Policy ,"When faced with scientific 
uncertainty concerning fish management, including status assessments and the effectiveness of 
recovery strategies, the Department shall proceed with precautionary strategies scaled to the 
Conservation risk." In lieu of a management plan for wild steelhead in SW Oregon, or even a 
good understanding of population numbers and trends, I believe the precautionary approach 
would be to limit harvest to hatchery steelhead only, requiring catch and release of wild 
steelhead.  Not only is this the most biologically responsible move for the SMU, but going 
catch-and-release would be the most economic, equitable and easiest path toward ensuring 
future generations get to witness robust steelhead runs in SW Oregon.

Nearly every river in Oregon outside the SW zone is catch-and-release, along with the rest of 
the Pacific Northwest.  This is not because we have data that proves the steelhead in SW 
Oregon are doing that much better than everywhere else, it's because ODFW is choosing to 
keep their heads in the sand by allowing the SW zone to idle in antiquated fish management.  

We cannot manage ocean temperatures.  It is very difficult to manage land-use practices across 
entire watersheds. We cannot manage river conditions or weather events.  The one factor we 
can manage for when it comes to population dynamics is harvest.  We don't really know how 
steelhead are doing, and anecdotally we are seeing declines in both numbers and sizes. With 
more fishing pressure than ever, it is the responsible thing to place a temporary moratorium on 
harvesting wild steelhead.

Thank you for your time,
Sunny Capper
Brookings, OR
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